CHAPTER XII
Chivalry : its History, Principles and Conventions
IF feudalism l was the essential foundation of the
edifice of social and political systems in the
Middle Ages, chivalry was the corner-stone in the
edifice of feudalism; indeed it was'the fundamental
frame of feudalism which supported its edifice, bound
its parts and brought its upper and lower classes
together. One of the most important characteristics
to distinguish between men in the early days of the
Middle Ages, before chivalry flourished, was freedom and
slavery. Men were either free or slaves. When the
system of slavery declined and chivalry flourished the
most important characteristic to distinguish between
men was nobility and ordinary birth. Men were
either knights, nobles or lords, or of the lower classes.
The origin, conventions and traditions of this chivalry,
which was for ages the flower of Christian societies
and which played an important role in the Crusades, go
back to the end of the eighth century or the beginning
of the ninth and to the feudal system in the days of the
Normans. In the time of Charlemagne it took the
form of a ceremony in which the young knight was
supplied with his arms, It appears that, as a military
system, it goes back to earlier days. The historian
Tacitus mentions it in dealing with the conditions of
the Germanic tribes and describes its usages.2 But
chivalry, as a great military honour, is conferred in a sort
of religious ceremony and goes back to the eleventh
century. Muslim chivalry, however, is much older;
it goes back to the first Muslim age in the first century
of the Hejira (seventh century A.D.). But it was not